
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.            
                 *Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE                                   Soliloquy                                       Conte  

* CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 133): 

Leader: How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in 
 unity! 

People: It is like precious oil on the head; It is like the dew of Hermon. 

Leader: For there God ordained God’s blessing: 

People: Life forever more. 

* HYMN 454      Blessed Jesus, at Your Word                  Liebster Jesu  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

(Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record your 
presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad has 
been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.)                   

CALL TO CONFESSION     
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of grace, love and communion, we confess that we have  
failed to love you with all our hearts, soul and mind and to love  
our neighbor as ourselves.  We ignore your commandments, stray  
from your way and follow other gods. Have mercy on us. Forgive 
us our sin. Raise us to new life that we may serve you fully and  
give honor to your holy name.  

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 
 through despair, life breaks through death. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  
 Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end.  Amen, Amen.   

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has 
 opened his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)           

* HYMN 324              Open My Eyes That I May See         Open My Eyes 

+ Children leave for Summer Sunday School in the Chapel. + 



 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON        1 Samuel 17:1a, 19-23, 32-49                            

ANTHEM                  The Praise of God in Nature                    Beethoven 
                                MALCOLM COUDEN, BARITONE 

SECOND LESSON             Romans 10:1-15                        

SERMON                            “Dare we hope?”              Rev. Beverly Dempsey  

OFFERTORY       O God, Have Mercy (from St. Paul)            Mendelssohn 

                MALCOLM COUDEN, BARITONE 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                     Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day  
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 376            Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                    Hyfrydol  

BENEDICTION    

POSTLUDE                        La Rejouissance                                  Handel  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

1 Samuel 17: 1a, 19-23, 32-49 (NRSV) 
 Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle; they were 
gathered at Socoh, which belongs to Judah, and encamped between Socoh 
and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim.  
 

19Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of  
Elah, fighting with the Philistines. 20David rose early in the morning,  
left the sheep with a keeper, took the provisions, and went as Jesse had 
commanded him. He came to the encampment as the army was going 
forth to the battle line, shouting the war cry. 21Israel and the Philistines 
drew up for battle, army against army. 22David left the things in charge  
of the keeper of the baggage, ran to the ranks, and went and greeted his 
brothers. 23As he talked with them, the champion, the Philistine of Gath, 
Goliath by name, came up out of the ranks of the Philistines, and spoke 
the same words as before. And David heard him.  
 

32David said to Saul, “Let no one’s heart fail because of him; your servant 
will go and fight with this Philistine.” 33Saul said to David, “You are not 
able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are just a boy, 
and he has been a warrior from his youth.” 34But David said to Saul, 
“Your servant used to keep sheep for his father; and whenever a lion or a 
bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, 35I went after it and struck it 
down, rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it turned against me, I 
would catch it by the jaw, strike it down, and kill it. 36Your servant has 
killed both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like 
one of them, since he has defied the armies of the living God.” 37David 
said, “The LORD, who saved me from the paw of the lion and from the 
paw of the bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine.” So Saul 
said to David, “Go, and may the LORD be with you!” 38Saul clothed David 
with his armor; he put a bronze helmet on his head and clothed him with 
a coat of mail. 39David strapped Saul’s sword over the armor, and he tried 
in vain to walk, for he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul, “I 
cannot walk with these; for I am not used to them.” So David removed 
them. 
 40Then he took his staff in his hand, and chose five smooth stones 
from the wadi, and put them in his shepherd’s bag, in the pouch; his sling 
was in his hand, and he drew near to the Philistine. 41The Philistine came 



 

 

on and drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. 
42When the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he 
was only a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. 43The Philistine 
said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the 
Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44The Philistine said to David, 
“Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to 
the wild animals of the field.” 45But David said to the Philistine, “You 
come to me with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to you in the 
name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you 
have defied. 46This very day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, 
and I will strike you down and cut off your head; and I will give the 
dead bodies of the Philistine army this very day to the birds of the air 
and to the wild animals of the earth, so that all the earth may know 
that there is a God in Israel, 47and that all this assembly may know that 
the LORD does not save by sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s 
and he will give you into our hand.” 
 48When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran 
quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. 49David put his 
hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, and struck the Philistine on 
his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down 
on the ground. 
 
Romans 10: 1-15 (NRSV) 
 Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for 
them is that they may be saved. 2I can testify that they have a zeal  
for God, but it is not enlightened. 3For, being ignorant of the 
righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their  
own, they have not submitted to God’s righteousness. 4For Christ is the 
end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who 
believes. 5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from 
the law, that “the person who does these things will live by them.” 6But 
the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, 
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or 
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 
dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in 
your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you 
confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes 



  

 

5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, 
that “the person who does these things will live by them.” 6But the 
righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, 
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or 
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from  
the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your lips 
and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because 
if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes 
with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth  
and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will 
be put to shame.” 
 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the  
same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 14But how 
are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are 
they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to 
proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 
the feet of those who bring good news!” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 
 

 




